
The Bedford County Chamber of Commerce   
involves and unifies our members to promote       

continuous improvement of the business climate    
of the Bedford County Region. 

203 S. Juliana Street , Bedford PA 15522 
Phone: (814) 623.2233 

director@bedfordcountychamber.org 
www.BedfordCountyChamber.com 

 



Envision….Inspire….Lead 

    A charming combination of the past and present, Bedford County 

Pennsylvania takes great pride in preserving our history while also 

looking optimistically toward the future.  

    The Chamber’s Russell House building project reflects the very best 

values of our community: an effort to preserve and celebrate a special 

piece of local heritage while creating a new, innovative space for      

businesses to begin and grow as well as gather, connect and learn. 

    This trailblazing project will serve our region for generations,        

housing the Chamber office and hosting local events, while providing 

work experience for students through internships and job shadowing, 

The Russell House will also allow expanded development opportunities 

for businesses with seminars, workshops and other programs. 

    Partnerships involved in the Business & Education Center include:  

St. Francis Small Business Development Center, Bedford County        

Technical Center, the Senior Challenge Program, and more. 

    You are invited to be part of this exciting initiative through a major 

gift legacy recognition program, translating our vision into reality.  

“Leadership is the capacity to translate vision into reality.” 

— Warren G. Bennis 

The Bedford County Chamber Foundation is pleased to 
offer these sponsorship/naming opportunities for 
Educational Programming and events that serve to      
support leadership and entrepreneurial endeavors 

among students & adults of the Bedford County region. 
(Discounted rates will be provided for multi-year commitments.) 

 
Leadership Bedford County:   $5,000/year 

(may be shared by 2 businesses @ $2,500/yr) 
 

Youth Leadership Bedford County: $3,000/year 
 

High School Entrepreneur Contest: $2,500/year 
 

Youth Leadership Bedford County Summit:  $1,500/year 
 

5th Grade Career Field Day: $2,500/year 
 

7th Grade Agri-Business Career Fest: $2,500/year 

 

Business Community Showcase Career Fair: $2,500/year 
 

Community Reading Day: $2,500/year 
 

High School Christmas Display Contest $2,500/year 
 

Elementary Entrepreneurs’ Workshop: $1,500/year 
 

BASICS Steps to Success: $1,500/year 
 

(Opportunities with strikethroughs have been taken.) 

      Sponsorships/Memorials/Honorariums will be recognized with garden stake plaques,  
memorial plaques, medallions or book plates, etc. as appropriate to sponsored item and through 
promotional exposure for program sponsorships. Sponsors will have input regarding wording of 
the recognition items.  Term of sponsorship will be the life span of sponsored item, or 10 years,  
whichever is longer. (Program sponsorship terms will be decided by sponsor if not annual.) 

Program Sponsorships/Naming Opportunities 



$100,000 +  
Business Center (1) or Education Center (1) 

These partnerships will be determined via RFP (Enclosed) 
  

$25,000 
Conference Room A (1) 

Courtyard (1) 
Heritage Garden (1) 

 
$15,000 

Conference Room B (1) 
Rotating Art Exhibits (1) or Veranda (1) 

 
$10,000:  Leadership Library (1),  Historic Displays (3) 

Or Multi-Media Studio for Video Pitches & Podcasts  (1) 
 

$3,500 
Logo Inclusion on Donor Recognition Wall 

With Historic Timeline of Building 
 

$2,500  
Conference Room A Chandelier  or  Lectern (1)  

 

$1,500:  Rocking Chair (4) 
 

$750: Flowering Trees/Bushes (5), Perennial Plots (6) 
Or Community Bulletin Board (1) 

 

$500: United States, PA or Bedford County Flag (1 ea) 
Or Vintage Mailboxes 

$350: Bird House (2) or Bird Bath (1) 
 

$150: Hanging Basket (6) or Lantern (4) 
 

$75: Leadership Library Book 
 

Major Gift/Naming Opportunities 
Sponsorships, Memorials, Honorariums 

       Major Gift/Naming Opportunities will incorporate your choice of name (company, individual, family, 
In memory of… In honor of…. etc.) as agreed upon by the donor and the Chamber Foundation. Rooms/
Areas will each feature a plaque designed with input from and approval of the donor. These opportuni-
ties will be in place for a period of at least 20 years. Major gift contributions may be made in annual 
installments over as many as 5 years. Gifts should be made to the Bedford County Chamber Foundation, 
a 501-c3 non-profit organization, contributions to which may qualify as a charitable deduction for federal 
income tax purposes.  Consult with your tax adviser for more information. 
  

Bedford County Chamber of Commerce 
Russell House  

Business & Education Center 
 

      The Bedford County Chamber of Commerce has undertaken 
the most visionary and expansive project of its thirty-plus-year  
history: the renovation and re-purposing of the historic Russell 
House into a Community Business & Education Center, including: 
 

Chamber of Commerce Offices 
Community Meeting/Training/Space 
Business Offices for Lease (Up to 5) 

Business Service Center 
Shared-Space Business Incubator 
St. Francis SBDC Meeting Room 

Business/Leadership Library 
Rotating Community Art Exhibits 

Historical Displays & Architectural Timeline 
Heritage Garden, Courtyard & Veranda 

     

     Keeping with the Chamber/Foundation mission: to involve and  
unify our members to promote the continuous improvement of the 
business climate of the Bedford County region, the Russell House  
project will allow the dynamic organization to expand its offerings, 
particularly in the areas of entrepreneur support, workforce develop-
ment, student career exploration, leadership development, business 

education, marketing and networking.  



        James McPherson Russell was a 
third-generation Irishman.  His father,  
James, left Ireland for America before 
1750, and his father, Alexander, served the 
American cause in the Revolutionary War.  

     James M. was the eldest of eight children.  As a young man, he  
studied law and was admitted to the Franklin County Bar in 1808. In 
the same year, he moved to Bedford and became a member of this 
county’s Bar.  His wife was Rebecca Lyon, who was originally from  
Cumberland County. Their first home together was on West Pitt Street 
near the center of town. As their family grew, he wished to have a  
larger, more modern house.  
     The site of the Russell House dates back to Lot 11 in the original 
plan of Bedford borough, drawn up by John Lukens, Surveyor General 
of the Province of Pennsylvania in 1766, who created the survey for 
the heirs of William Penn.  At that time, only about 20 houses were to 
be found here. 
     According to the historical marker, Solomon Filler designed and built 
the house which the Russell Family moved into in 1816.  Filler was a 
local architect who designed and built many of Bedford’s prominent 
buildings, including the Anderson House (1815), Courthouse (1828), 
Lyon House (1833) and central hotel building at the Bedford Springs 
Resort (1824-42.) 
     In the early 1800’s, a man of ability who possessed some knowledge 
of the law had unlimited opportunities in small towns like Bedford.  
Such was the case for James Russell, whose talents were well suited  
to his times. Not only did he become a successful attorney, he was  
also elected the first chief burgess of Bedford; he was a trustee of the  
Bedford Academy; he was the treasurer of the Chambersburg-to-
Bedford Turnpike Company at the time of its construction; he was also 
for a time manager of the Bedford Springs Hotel.  In 1837, when the  
Commonwealth’s Constitution was revised, he had a part in that work.      

The History of 
The Russell House 
Bedford, Pennsylvania 

     Between 1842 and 1844, Russell was the 
local representative to the US Congress. 
    James’ youngest son, Samuel Lyons Russell, 
chose to reside in Bedford and follow in his      
father’s footsteps as an attorney, borough 
and state official and US Congressman. 
    After serving as home to three generations 
of the Russell Family, the house went through 
many incarnations, including use as a hotel 
called the “Colonial House,” offices and a 
boarding house.   
    In 1920, a new owner, Fred C. Pate and  
later his son, Edward Pate used the building for their cabinet and  
furniture business as well as a funeral home. 
    In 1972, the building was purchased by the County of Bedford, 
providing additional office space for county staff.  The county sold 
the property in 2007 to a local resident who intended to make some 
restorations and lease out the building to local businesses.   
    The historic building would sit vacant for several years until the 
Bedford County Chamber of Commerce pursued the purchase of the 
property in 2016.  
    The sale was completed in May of 2017, and the Chamber is       
pursuing a combination of federal grants to restore the building,    
create ADA accessibility, and transform the landmark structure into 
Chamber of Commerce offices as well as a center for business and 
education to serve the entire Bedford County region.   
     The $1.5 million dollar renovation project will celebrate and  
preserve this local landmark, which is listed on the National Registry 
of Historic Places, making it a place for businesses and the regional 
community to gather, connect, learn and grow. 
     By updating the building with state-of-the art technology, the 
Chamber is also creating business rental opportunities and a shared-
space incubator to help entrepreneurs launch their businesses and 
pursue their dreams, while enhancing the local economy through job 
creation and student workforce development. 
      Opportunities abound to partner with the Chamber on this legacy 
project for today’s business community and future generations. 


